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STATEMENT

BY THE CHAIR OF THE DELEGATION, MEP Marina KALJURAND

on the early parliamentary elections in Azerbaijan held on 9 February 2020 and

subsequent police violence against protesters and journalists

Brussels, 18 February 2020 - “Taking into account that the European Parliament was not

invited to observe the parliamentary elections held in Azerbaijan on 9 February 2020, I have

taken note of the preliminary findings and conclusions of the OSCE/ODIHR-led International

Election Observation Mission (IEOM) deployed on the ground.

I welcome, in my capacity as Chair of the EP Delegation to the EU-Azerbaijan Parliamentary

Cooperation Committee, the fact that the election administration was well resourced and the

Central Election Commission made efforts to act transparently. That said, as stressed by the

IEOM, constitutional freedoms in Azerbaijan continue to be significantly restricted by

legislation in force. The existence of a restrictive environment and the absence of a real political

discussion in the media prevented genuine competition and did not provide voters with a

meaningful choice. Moreover, a high number of irregularities was observed during counting on

election day.

I noted with regret that, on 11 February, police in Baku violently dispersed a protest against the

official results of the elections. Protesters, including many opposition candidates, as well as

journalists covering the protest were detained and physically attacked, with a number of them

injured. On 16 February, once again, police forcefully dispersed protesters, detaining dozens of

activists, including several opposition leaders.

I strongly condemn the violations of the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly,

the excessive use of force against a peaceful protest and the mistreatment of journalists doing
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their work. I urge the Azerbaijani authorities to make sure all violent incidents are properly

investigated, their perpetrators brought to justice and victims provided with appropriate care.

While I welcome certain steps taken by the authorities to address the irregularities observed in

the election process, much more needs to be done. Having in mind the positive trajectory of

EU-Azerbaijan relations in the last years, I call on the Azerbaijani authorities to implement, as

a matter of priority, the long-standing recommendations from the OSCE/ODIHR, the Venice

Commission and the judgments of the European Court of Human Rights concerning violations

of the right to free elections, and make sure that fundamental freedoms are respected. I hope

that our further cooperation in the context of the EU-Azerbaijan PCC can contribute towards

that goal, in the interest of the people of Azerbaijan, and I look forward to the next meeting of

the PCC.”
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